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Professional Education
& Development Report

Professional Education Directors: Masayo Nishiyama, Nathifa Miller, & Rickey Tolliver

Public Health in the Rockies 2019 | Equity and Social 
Justice: Innovation at Elevation

Culture of Data 2018 | Data Connections Between 
Behavioral Health and Public Health: Creating a 
Culture of Equity

This year, CPHA was proud to present the 3nd annual Culture of Data 
(CoD) on May 3, 2019 at the University of Colorado South Campus. 
The purpose of this conference is to connect community with 
data, particularly the underserved, communities of color, and other 
marginalized groups who disproportionately face inequities. With the 
theme focused upon behavioral health, the CoD Planning Committee 
was proud to secure Matt Vogl as the Keynote speaker. Matt is a well-
known figure in the behavioral health field and a skilled speaker with 
experience through Ted Talks. With a background in public health and 
as Director of the National Mental Health Innovation Center, Matt not 
only brought his knowledge but personal struggles with his own mental 
health, all of which resulted in a wonderful keynote presentation.  In 
addition to the keynote, we were fortunate enough to have youth 
advisors present their work with Jefferson County Schools on issues 
ranging from depression to addiction among their peers. The mix of 
data driven presenters and solid keynote presentations resulted in an 
energizing and engaging day. 

Thank you to all our attendees and sponsors for making this another 
great event! 

Professional Education & Development Report

The main objective of CPHA’s professional education committee is 
planning and executing the annual Public Health in the Rockies (PHiR) 
Conference each year and other professional education opportunities for 
our membership. 

This year’s conference is aimed to provide an opportunity for education, 
networking and skill development of professionals in Colorado and 
neighboring regions. This year’s theme continues discussions of our 
communities’ current and future public health issues, especially around 
addressing health inequity and social injustice. 

Since November 2018, the planning committee members have worked 
hard to put together a high quality and innovative conference content and 
exciting activities for engaging, networking, and learning in Keystone. 
This year, we will be welcoming two keynote speakers - Emily Braucher 
from ReFresh Communication as an opening speaker and Charles Brown 
from the Alan M. Voorhees Transportation Center and adjunct professor at 
the Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy at Rutgers 
University as a closing speaker. 

Thank you in advance for sponsors and exhibitors, conference attendees, 
and presenters for coming to the 2019 PHiR.
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Public Health Policy Report

Public Health Policy Director: Amy Winterfeld 
Junior Director: Kaitlin WolffPolicy Update / Overview

Strengthened by the participation of diverse Policy Committee members from throughout the state and collaboration with the Health Equity Coalition, 
CPHA’s Public Health Policy Committee actively engaged in Colorado’s 2019 legislative session to address key public health and environmental health 
issues and social determinants of health. CPHA’s public policy capacity was also bolstered this year by the addition of a Jr. Policy Director, Kaitlin 
Wolff, and by the advocacy of CPHA Board Member at Large, Jodi Radke on tobacco and youth smoking prevention. In January 2019 a CPHA general 
membership survey identified these general public health policy areas and specific policy issues as 2019 legislative priorities: 

•	 Mental Health Destigmatization
•	 Health Equity in All Policies
•	 Affordable Housing
•	 Healthcare Access, Value, and Quality
•	 Substance Use Prevention and Treatment
•	 Public Health Infrastructure
•	 Firearm Safety, Gun Violence Prevention
•	 Maternal and Child Health

CPHA Directors Amy Winterfeld and Jodi Radke, right, present for the signing of the Clean Indoor Air 
Act amendment update. 

General Policy Areas Specificy Policy Issues - 2019 Legislation Expected

•	 Paid Family Leave
•	 Gun Violence Prevention
•	 Opioid Interim Bills on Criminal Justice Improvements & Treatment
•	 Tobacco & Youth Smoking Prevention
•	 Pharmaceutical Price Transparency & Canadian Imports
•	 School Lunch Funding to Eliminate Reduced Price in Grades 9-12

In 2019, to advance member priorities and respond to 
a watershed year of public health legislation, CPHA took 
a formal position on more than twice as many bills (35) 
in the 2019 state legislative session as in 2018 (16). 
CPHA also performed policy education by disseminating 
member alerts (8), presenting testimony (5), submitting 
published letters to the editor (1), attending educational 
press events (2), and participating in coalitions and 
signing on to group fact sheets or letters (6). Many 
significant public health and health equity promoting bills 
supported by CPHA became law this year in all member 
priority areas as listed on the following page.

Additional survey write-in policy priorities: Defend Affordable Care Act, Improve School Vaccination Rates, Transportation, Reproductive 
Healthcare, Supervised Injection Sites, Birth Certificate Modernization, Police Brutality, Bail Reform, Universal Healthcare, Distracted Driving.

Policy Report
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Public Health Policy Report
Supported Bills *Active Support; Health Equity Element: DI=Remediate Disparate Impact; PW=Population-Wide Impactpage.

Affordable Housing
•	 HB 19-1309 Mobile Home Parks, CPHA Member Alert via Health 

Equity Coalition (Governor Signed), DI
•	 HB 19-1170 Residential Tenants Health & Safety Act (Governor 

Signed), DI

Substance Use Prevention and Treatment, Opioids
•	 SB19-227 Harm Reduction SUDs (Governor Signed), DI
•	 SB19-227 Substance Use Disorder (SUD) & Opioid Treatment 

(Governor Signed), DI 
•	 SB 19-008 Substance Use Disorder (SUD) in Criminal Justice 

System (Governor Signed)
•	 HB 19-1009 SUD Recovery (Governor Signed) 
•	 SB19-079 Electronic-Prescribing Controlled Substances (Governor 

Signed), PW
•	 SB19-001 Expand Medication Assisted Treatment Pilot (Governor 

Signed), DI

Mental Health Destigmatization and Suicide Prevention
•	 HB 19-1120 Youth Mental Health Education & Suicide Prevention 

(Governor Signed), DI, PW

Gun Violence Prevention 
•	 HB 19-1177 Extreme Risk Protection Orders (ERPO), Member 

Alerts-2, (Governor Signed), PW 
         (See below for bills opposed on this topic) 

Tobacco & Youth Smoking Prevention 
•	 HB 19-1076 Colorado Clean Indoor Air Act - Add E-cigs, Remove 

Exceptions (Governor Signed), DI, PW
•	 HB19-1033 Local Governments May Regulate Nicotine Products 

(Governor Signed) DI, PW
•	 HB 19-1333 Cigarette Tobacco & Nicotine Products Tax, CPHA 

Member Alert (Lost)

Public Health & Infrastructure
•	 HB19-1312* School Immunization Requirements, CPHA Member 

Alerts-2, (Lost) PW
•	 SB 19-012 Use of Mobile Electronic Devices While Driving (Lost) PW

Healthcare Access, Value and Quality 
•	 SB 19-010 Professional Behavioral Health Services for Schools 

(Governor Signed) DI

Health Equity & Health in All Policies
•	 HB 19-1039 Identity Documents for Transgender Persons (Governor 

Signed), PW
•	 SB19-188*   FAMLI Family Medical Leave Insurance Program –Paid 

Family Leave (Amended to Study- CPHA Member Alerts -2, (Governor 
Signed as Amended) DI, PW

•	 SB 19-181 Protect Public Welfare Oil & Gas Operations (Governor 
Signed) PW 

•	 HB 19-1170 Primary Residence Exempt from Medical Debt Liens (Lost) 
DI

•	 HB19-1161 Comprehensive Physical Education Instruction Pilot (Lost) 
•	 HB 19-1171 Expand Child Nutrition School Lunch Protection Act 

(Grades 9-12), CPHA Member Alert, (Governor Signed) DI
•	 HB19-1225 No Monetary Bail for Certain Low Level Petty Offenses 

(Governor Signed) DI

Maternal and Child Health 
•	 HB 19-1122 CDPHE Maternal Mortality Review Committee (Governor 

Signed) DI
•	 HB19-1013 Child Care Expenses Tax Credit (Governor Signed) DI
•	 HB19-085 Equal Pay for Equal Work Act, CPHA Member Alert, (Governor 

Signed) DI
•	 Joint Budget Committee action - LARC funding in 2019 State Budget, DI

Monitored Bills
•	 SB19-079 Electronic-Prescribing Controlled Substances (Governor 

Signed) PW
•	 HB 19-1032 Comprehensive Human Sexuality Education (Governor 

Signed) PW

Opposed Bills 
•	 HB 19-1058 Income Tax Benefits for Family Leave (Opposed- leave 

savings accounts only, Lost) DI
Gun Violence Prevention 
•	 HB19-1021 Repeal High Capacity Magazine Ban (Opposed, Lost), PW
•	 HB19-1022 Use of Deadly Force in Business (Stand Your Ground) 

(Opposed, Lost), PW
•	 HB19-1049 Concealed Handguns on School Grounds (Opposed, Lost), 

PW
•	 SB 19-033 Automatic Law Waivers for Rural Schools – (Opposed, 

potential for guns in schools, Lost)
Tobacco & Youth Smoking Prevention 
•	 HB 19-1230 Marijuana Hospitality Establishments (Opposed based on 

clean indoor air issues, Governor Signed)
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Affiliate Representative to the Governing 
Council (ARGC) Report

Affiliate Representative to the Governing Council: Tara Thomas-Gale

National Public Health Week

NPHW is an annual initiative of the American Public Health Association (APHA) 
and celebrated the first week of April annually. The purpose of NPHW is to 
advocate on behalf of and highlight the breadth of the work of public health. 
CPHA coordinated and partnered on the following events throughout the week 
of April 1-7, 2019: 

•	 Public Health Advocacy Talks (In-person and live-streamed with 9 
speakers and 125 participants; Partnered with the Rocky Mountain 
Public Health Training Center, Colorado School of Public Health and 
The Colorado Health Foundation  

•	 CPHA Past-Presidents and Emerging Leaders Breakfast 
•	 Colorado Public Health Networking Event; Partnered with Colorado 

School of Public Health and  Colorado Environmental Health 
Association 

In addition to serving on the CPHA Board as an Executive Officer, the ARGC position represents CPHA on APHA’s Governing Council alongside 53 
other Affiliates from around the country. The ARGC is the connection between APHA and CPHA and holds responsibilities in that capacity, including: 
	
•	 Representing CPHA’s policy agenda within APHA’s Governing Council 	
•	 Assisting APHA, in cooperation with CPHA, with federal legislative advocacy. In 2018-19, this has included CPHA signing on to 

letters of support regarding:
•	 Opposition to Proposed Cleaner Cars Rollback (letter to the EPA and NHTSA from the American Lung Association)
•	 Funding for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to conduct public health research into firearm 

morbidity and mortality 
•	 Funding for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s programs in the FY 2020 Labor, Health and Human 

Services, Education and Related Agencies Appropriations bill 
•	 Increase in Health Resources and Services Administration discretionary funding for primary and preventative 

health services  
•	 Collaborating with CPHA’s President, Executive Committee, and Civica to ensure APHA’s Affiliate requirements are 

met 
•	 Maintaining ongoing communication with ARGC’s from other Affiliates on APHA’s Affiliate Forum and within 

Region VIII
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Emerging Leaders Report

Student Directors: 
Daaimah LaVigne and Olivia Kenney

In the 2018-2019 term, the CPHA Emerging Leaders Committee (formerly the Student Committee) has worked to expand its reach and continue 
elevating the voices of Colorado’s public health students and early career professionals. The Emerging Leaders Committee’s goals are to increase 
membership and participation in CPHA activities and to represent the voice of students and early career professionals in the organization. 

This year, the Emerging Leaders Committee Directors expanded the group’s role to include a focus on leadership development. The Committee seeks to 
meet a growing interest among students and early career professionals who want to identify their leadership styles and strengths, and learn strategies 
for becoming effective leaders in public health. To achieve this, the Committee has incorporated a different leadership topic and discussion into each of 
its monthly Zoom meetings and connected members with relevant leadership opportunities within CPHA. This year, a few leadership opportunities that 
members have pursued include: running for the CPHA Board; actively participating in other CPHA groups including the Policy Committee and Health 
Equity Coalition; volunteering to assist with National Public Health Week events; networking with CPHA past presidents; and volunteering and presenting 
at Public Health in the Rockies 2019. 

A few key Emerging Leaders accomplishments in the 2018-2019 term include:
•	 Developing the CPHA “Commitment to Public Health Certificate,” which allows members to demonstrate leadership in public health by contributing 

to various CPHA efforts
•	 Participating in National Public Health Week activities, including co-leading the annual Past Presidents’ Breakfast to foster learning and professional 

development
•	 Creating an opening video for Public Health in the Rockies 2019, focusing on “What are public health and health equity?”

•	 Leading a “Health Policy and Advocacy 101” skill-building 
workshop at Public Health in the Rockies 2019 in collaboration 
with the Colorado Health Institute and active CPHA Policy 
Committee members

•	 Adopting a focus on leadership development and connecting 
members with resources and opportunities to foster this 
growth

The Emerging Leaders Committee is always welcoming new 
members and is open to any students or early career professionals 
in Colorado interested in public health.
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VISION: Create the healthiest Colorado for everyone 
MISSION: Educate, empower and develop the Colorado public health community

COLORADO PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION

Cerise Hunt, Suzuho Shimasaki, Kim Boyd, Erin Seedorf, Sara Miller, Katie Gelman, Susan Nolte 

Burke Fishborne, Amanda Mancuso, Adam Anderson, Kim Boyd, Caitlin Chapman, Gwendolyn West, Tara Thomas-Gale, Olivia Kenney, Chris Jones

Finance Committee

Communications & Membership Committee

Health Equity Coalition
Kenneth Scott, Ashley Wheeler-Bell, Stephanie Salazar-Rodriguez, Brian Polovoy, Amy Winterfield, Bithiah Coleman, Brian Turner, Candice Bailey, 
Cerise Hunt, Charlene Barrientos-Ortiz, Ramon Del Castillo, Christymarie Jackson, David Navas, Derek McCoy, Benzel Jimmerson, Daaimah Lavigne, 
Esmeralda Santilliano, Gloria DeLoach, Gwendolyn West, Lydia McKinney, Lynn Koves, Marissa Vasquez, Michael Sanchez, Rickey Tolliver, Ricardo 
Gonzales, Sedona Allen, Sharif Abdelhamid, Suzuho Shimasaki, Taylor McKinney, Wivine  Ngongo, WendyTalley, Scott Utash, Riley Bright, Mirna 
Castro, Halim Ali, Marcie Lee, Corey Thomas, Alison Harvey, Chris Jones

Daaimah LaVigne, Olivia Kenney, Swarnima Chaudhary, Marisa Westbrook, Dominick Kuljis, Brianna Raymes, Katherine Phillips, Katherine Azarkh, 
Tamara Clark, Riannon Atwater, Kathryn Cochran, Chris Jones, Emily Roozen, Rory Moore, Valerie Stanson, Kris Geerken, Andrea Bradley, Kelly 
Bonk, Chelsea Leiper, Yasmin Mansor, Bethany Callaway, Ama Owusu, Carolina Ferraz, Lina Brou, Cerise Hunt

Emerging Leaders Committee

Policy Committee
Alyson Williams, Amanda Mancuso, Amy Winterfeld, Ashley Hatfield, Cerise Hunt, Chris Bui, Daaimah LaVigne, David Navas, Deborah Monaghan, 
Derek Coe, Devin Miller, Diana Herrero, Emily Coates, JC Montanez, JK Costello, Jamie Feld , Jason Vitello, Jodi Radke, Heather Matthews, Kacy 
Crawford, Kaitlin Wolff, Katie Gelman, Katie Waters, Katelyn Todd, Kathryn Jantz, Kim Boyd, Lilya Espinosa, Lucia Lapaz, Masayo Nishiyama, 
Marisa Westbrook, Meghan Prentiss, M Sager, Nami Bhasin-Thompson, Nathifa Miller, Olivia Kenney, Qing Li, Rory Moore, Sara Miller, Swarnima 
Chaudhary, Suzuho Shimasaki, Tamara Clark, Tara Thomas-Gale, Virginia Visconti

Public Health in the Rockies Committee
Masayo Nishiyama, Riannon Atwate, Molly Benkert, Kim Boyd, Georgina Cordero, Dana Eckoff, Emma Gremel, Carrie Hankins, Alix Hopkins, Cerise 
Hunt, Jody Jarvin, Chris Jones, Olivia Kenney, Dominick Kuljus, Carolyn Kwerneland, Sarah Leslie, Qing Li, Elise Lubell, Amanad Mancuso, Peter 
Manetta, Maggie McClean, Nathifa Miller, Susan Moyer, Ama Owuso, Katherine Phillips, Meghan Prentiss, Suzuho Shimasaki, Theresa Smith, 
Nami Thompson, Jason Vitello, Heather Weir, Clinton Whatley, Michelle Wilson

Rickey Tolliver, Chris Jones, Lisa Cohen, Susana Calderon, Victoria Baker, Ashley Rodrigues, Adam Anderson
Culture of Data Committee
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